
JOURNEY TO SCALING 
CONTRACEPTIVE IMPLANTS

Looking back on a decade of progress
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Global procurement of implants for FP 2020 countries 
increased from 3.9 million to 10.6 million over the past 
decade, and is projected to increase in the coming years. This 
visual tells part of the story of the journey to scaling up 
implants through coordinated efforts by donors, implementing 
partners, researchers and country governments. This analysis 
was developed by Jhpiego and Impact for Health, as a 
component of the Expanding Family Planning Choices (EFPC) 
project. Additional products for continued learning and sharing 
related to implant introduction, scale-up and best practices 
are available here. 

The introduction of the Implant Access Program 
(IAP) led to the establishment of volume 
guarantees (VG) with two manufacturers. The VGs 
sought for manufacturers to make upfront 
investments for implants, by building confidence 
for long-term demand and thereby reducing prices 
in the future. This agreement led to implants being 
available at a 50% reduced price through 2018, to 
those procuring implants for FP2020 countries.

Introduction of the 
Implant Access Program 
and Volume Guarantees

The Operations Group provided a 
platform for coordinated donor 
investment for operational and service 
delivery aspects of contraceptive 
implant scale-up, setting a precedent 
for coordination around new product 
introduction and scale-up.

Formation of the 
Implants Access 
Program 
Operations Group

The Task Force brought together 
researchers, donors, and implementors 
to address the challenges and 
opportunities related to implant 
removals in a coordinated fashion.

Formation of the 
Implants Removals 
Task Force

The updated task shifting 
recommendations in 2013 suggested 
that auxiliary nurses and midwives could 
insert and remove implants when 
monitored. In 2015, the fifth edition of 
WHO's Medical Eligibility Criteria reduced 
restrictions around the use of implants 
and other hormonal contraceptives for 
adolescents and breastfeeding women 
less than six weeks postpartum.

Updated WHO 
Guidance: Task 
Shifting + Medical 
Eligibility Criteria

In collaboration with DKT, and with 
the support of FHI360, Dahua's 
Levoplant was added as a third pre- 
qualified product, expanding the range 
of contraceptive implant options.

Pre-qualification 
of third implant 
product

Manufacturers Merck and Bayer as part 
of the IAP, re-committed to extending 
their reduced pricing of implants until 
2023 for low-income countries.

Recommitment of 
manufacturers to 
reduced pricing of 
implants until 2023

Learn More

2022

5.5

3.9

4.8

8.1

6.0

5.3

8.4

9.6
9.7

10.6

2012
2017

2013

2014

2016

2018

2019

2020

2021

2015

The FP Summit secured US $2.3 billion 
toward meeting the unmet need for 
contraception, including funding for 
implants and other FP  commodities 
and service delivery. FP2020 
connected countries committed to 
LARCS with financial and technical 
resources, paving the way for implant 
introduction and scale-up.

Launch of the FP 
Summit and FP2020
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